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National Guard in 1790. He must have become trusted and
popular in this capacity, for when the demand for men for active
service came he immediately volunteered, and in September,
1792, was elected colonel of the second volunteer battalion
of the Haute-Vienne. He at once went to the front with his
battalion, and distinguished himself throughout Dumouriez7
Belgian campaigns, and especially at the battles of Jemmappes
and Neerwinden, and afterwards under Dampierre and Custine
at Famars and Csesar's Camp. The deputies on mission
noticed his military skill and bravery, and he was promoted by
them general of brigade on May 27, and general of division
on July 30, 1793 He was soon after appointed to the com-
mand of a corps of observation watching the Duke of York
before Dunkirk; he commanded the centre column at the
battle of Hondschoten, where he was wounded, and on Sep-
tember 5 was appointed by Carnot to command the army of
the Ardennes, and on September 22 the army of the North
At the head of these armies he attacked the Austrians under
the Prince of Coburg on October 15 and was repulsed, but on
the following day he won the great victory of Wattignies, which
relieved Maubeuge and drove the Austrians back to Belgium.
Such was the man at the head of the armies of the North
and the Ardennes during the winter of 1793. He absolutely
refused to advance into Belgium, as he was ordered to do, in
imitation of the campaign of Dumouriez, and even appeared
before the Great Committee of Public Safety to insist on the
necessity for going into winter quarters, and on the danger of
pursuing the main army of the enemy, while the Austrians
held the fortresses of Valenciennes, Concle, and Le Quesnoy.
Carnot did not forget this opposition, and in January, 1794,
Jourdan was superseded by General Pichegru, He retired to
Limoges, and hung up his general's uniform in his draper's
shop, while the armies of the North and the Ardennes re-
mained in winter quarters until the arrival of their new
commander-in-chief.

It was far otherwise with the armies of the Moselle and
of the Ehine; their winter campaign brought out the merits
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